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MEETING SUMMARY          

PROJECT:   Roger Williams Park Ponds Water Quality Management 

DATE:  June 28, 2011 

LOCATION:  Roger Williams Park Casino 
  Providence, RI 

PRESENT: Rich Claytor (Horsley Witten-HW) 
 Brian Kuchar (HW) 
 Marie Esten (Loon Environmental-Loon) 
 Tom Ardito (Narragansett Bay Estuary Program – NBEP) 
 Richard Ribb (NBEP) 
 Lesley Lambert (NBEP) 
 Robert McMahon (Providence Parks Department – PPD) 
 Elizabeth Scott (Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management-

RIDEM) 
 Scott Ribas (RIDEM) 
 Allison Hamilton (Rhode Island Department of Transportation-RIDOT) 
 Margherita Pryor (Environmental Protection Agency-EPA) 
 Don Cobb (EPA) 
 Kate Venturini (University of Rhode Island-URI) 
 Holly Ewald (Urban Pond Procession-UPP) 
 James Johnson (R.I. Bass Federation/Pawtuxet River Authority) 
             
A meeting was held at the Roger Williams Park Casino on Thursday June 23rd to discuss the 
following topics related to the Roger Williams Park Ponds Water Quality Management Project: 

• Introduction of project team 
• Canada Geese management   
• Overview of scope priorities 
• Review of existing data 
• Identification of strategic locations 

 
 The following is a brief meeting summary that highlights the major items discussed and agreed 
upon action items. 
 
SUMMARY 

• Meeting begins with a brief introduction of the project team and all meeting attendees as 
outlined above. 
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Canada Geese Management 
• Tom (NBEP) begins meeting with a discussion of the proposal for Canada Geese 

Management for the park provide by Tim Corzine.   The plan will include the use of lethal 
control to reduce the overall numbers of geese in the park 

o Discussion of removal of 150 geese/year. 
• Don (EPA) indicated that the geese population in the park has stabilized or decreased over 

the past few years. 
• Elizabeth (RIDEM) disagreed and stated RIDEM studies indicate an increase. 

o Paul Ricard RIDEM statewide geese survey. 
• Bob (PPD) mentions they have addled eggs and this may have helped stabilize the 

population.  He estimates 300-500 geese in the park and suggests that volunteers could be 
used to count geese in the spring or fall to get an accurate population estimate prior to 
implementing a management plan to track progress. 

• Tom states that Tim has suggested $12,000 for a year-long control process and long-term 
management plan. 

• Rich (HW) mentions concerns with the public’s reaction/perception to a lethal control 
program. 

• It is agreed that Tom will work with Tim to clarify proposal and long term management. 
 
Overview of scope priorities 

• Brian (HW) discusses changes in the project scope relating to public outreach as discussed 
in the May 23rd meeting with Tom Ardito and Bob McMahon.  

o An outreach program will be developed later into the project as we begin to 
identify the stakeholder groups and areas to target for education and outreach.   
The following items were discussed: 

 Stakeholders 
• Determine who we want to reach and why 

o People who use the park 
o People beyond the watershed who impact the park 
o Groups from whom we may be able to receive/develop 

support 
 Education 

• Pollution prevention 
• Develop public understanding/acceptance of control measures 
• Examples of how others handle geese control 

 Brochure 
• Development of a targeted brochure for abutting residential 

neighborhoods 
• Lorraine Joubert of URI may be a resource for outreach material 
• Museum is mentioned as a potential source of outreach, but there 

availability may be limited due to other programs 
• Neighborhood associations discussed: 

o South Elmwood Group 
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• Rich discusses budget constraints to the scope and emphasizes the project will focus 

primarily on the park ponds and retrofits identified for construction will be limited in scale 
due to available funds. 

• Elizabeth (RIDEM) mentions the following: 
o  Master plan developed must look at the watershed as a whole and this should not 

be forgotten as the plan develops. 
o TMDL’s should be used a guiding documents and the Park Management Plan to 

be developed should assists with the city’s obligation to provide a revised 
stormwater plan. 

o Larger in-ground stormwater treatment solutions may need to be considered for 
recommendations in the Management Plan.   Ultimately the management plan 
should help the city become MS4 compliant. 

• Tom suggests the management plan should include not only construction plans for a 
couple of retrofit to be installed, but also conceptual plans for other recommendation 
stormwater drainage improvements, which can be used to procure future funding for 
additional projects. 

• Rich agrees and explains the HW site analysis process and ranking criteria, as outlined in 
the proposal, to be used to identify target retrofit/stormwater improvement sites.  Upon 
completion of the analysis and ranking, conceptual plans will be developed with estimated 
pollutant removal efficiencies and probable costs. 

 
Review of existing data 

• Marie (Loon) presented the following three plans compiled from the current GIS data 
obtained from the City and RIDEM data: 

o Overview of Pawtuxet River Watershed and Roger Williams Park Ponds with inlet 
and outlet locations. 

o Site Plan with Contours of Roger Williams Park Ponds 
o Aerial of Roger Williams Parks Ponds 

• The following comments were made: 
o Much of the Mashapaug drainage data is provided in the TMDL. 
o The location of underground culvert connection between Mashapaug and 

Roosevelt Lake is uncertain at this time and additional research will need to be 
done.  Allison (RIDOT) stated she could assist and Mel DiPaolo should be 
contacted to determine if plans are available.   

o The TMDLs identify all outfall locations. 
o RIDOT has outfall and spring 2010 flood locations in GIS and Marie will obtain 

data with Allison’s help. 
 Allison offers additional assistance can be provided by RIDOT interns, if 

necessary.    
o HW will coordinate with RIDOT for information on drainage systems going into 

the park ponds. 
o Bob will provide additional water, sewer utility information for the park. 
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o Rich asked about existing soils data and Bob thought some borings had been done 
related to the Botanical Center and construction at the zoo and he could provide 
any soils information available. 

o Marie to look into availability of existing GIS utility information. 
o Marie to coordinate with the Watershed Watch Group for any additional data. 
o A Flood Study Report is available for Spectacle Pond and can be provided by 

Scott (RIDEM). 
o The watershed lines as shown on the plans presented were questioned as they do 

not match the NBEP watershed lines and are slightly different than an existing 
RIDEM plan. 

 Marie stated she coordinated with RIDEM and was told the watershed 
lines as shown were the delineation used for the TMDL.   Marie is to 
resolve this issue with RIDEM. 

o It is believed there are no CSO’s in the Mashapaug Watershed – Narragansett Bay 
Commission (NBC) should be contacted to confirm 

o The industrial area around Mashapaug Pond, which includes the old Narragansett 
Brewery site, may be a location for possible stormwater retrofits outside of the 
park boundary.   GIS data and property owner information for this area will need 
to be obtained. 
 

Identification of strategic locations 
• A work session was held to indentify strategic park locations for possible retrofits or 

stormwater improvements.  Copies of the marked up plans are attached to this summary. 
 
ACTION ITEMS/NEXT STEPS  
 

• Don Cobb to provide bathymetry data once survey complete 
o Deadline: Estimated will be complete within a few weeks 

• HW/Loon to provide additional sampling location (up to 5) 
o Deadline: Upon review of all available field data 

• Loon to provide sampling cost data to Don Cobb for additional sampling to be provided at 
additional locations 

o Deadline: ASAP 
o Marie to coordinate with the Watershed Watch Group for any additional data 

• Loon to look into GIS utility layers that may be available from the city and RIGIS 
• Loon will coordinate with RIDOT for available GIS layers of RIDOT outfalls and Spring 

2010 Flooding Sites 
• Loon to coordinate with the Watershed Watch Group for any additional data 

o Deadline: ASAP 
• Tom Ardito to contact Tim Corzine for proposal clarification on Geese Management  
• HW to coordinate with RIDOT (Allison/Mel DiPaolo) on plans available on drainage 

system between Mashapaug and Roosevelt Ponds 
o Deadline: Week ending July 1st 

• Bob McMahan to provide the following: 
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o Additional sewer, water and utility plans for the park 
o Any soil data from borings or test pits that may be available 
o Deadline: ASAP 

• RIDEM (Scott Ribas) to provide Flood Study Report for Mashapaug Pond 
• HW to schedule a follow up park site visit  

 
The above summary constitutes the general understanding by Horsley Witten Group, Inc. of the 

conference call content.  Please advise this office of any errors or omissions. 




